
Central Region Meeting of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

St. John Presbyterian Church, Tampa 

The meeting was called to order by Marsha Rydberg, Convener of the Central Region. 

She encouraged us to observe a holy Lenten season, either giving something up or 

taking something up. Marsha opened the meeting with prayer.  

Rev. Ramiro Ros welcomed the group and said that the members of St. John are 

privileged to host today’s meeting. He spoke of the mission and ministry of St. John 

Presbyterian Church, soon to celebrate its 60th anniversary of its first worship service. 

St. John has hosted the ministries of the Judeo Christian Clinic, Learning Center, and 

McLean House for intellectually challenged adults for 30 years. We’ll have an 

opportunity to tour the campus during the meeting.  

Coach and Coordinator, Patrice Hatley 
Patrice attended the Fellowship Community annual meeting last week, a more 
conservative group in the PCUSA and committed to staying. She told a story she heard 
there about boundaries and church buildings. On ranches, fences are too expensive to 
maintain and mend, so wells are built in the middle of properties so the cows always 
go back to drink. At that meeting, Zach McGowen, associate pastor from FPC, Lakeland, 
offered that there is power and value of broadened networks. We are a more powerful 
church when all of our voices are heard over and above advocating for a certain stance 
or position.  
 
West Region meeting was held last Saturday, and the entire meeting was organized in 
worship, even reading the entire Belhar Confession out loud together.   
 
Stated Clerk, David Baker:  
David recognized Clerks of Session for completing the annual Statistical Report, which 
can be a laborious task. A new website for the presbytery is under construction. Stay 
tuned. E-News—make sure you are signed up and make sure that our sessions are 
signed up. There will be a stewardship conference at the Trade Winds, St. Petersburg, 
September 25-27, 2017.  
 
Kathy Dain: Beth-El 
The immigration issue will be addressed in the next Beth-El newsletter. Please 
subscribe and have others do so too.  
Kathy spoke about her work with the Youth group. She begins a useful spiritual 
exercise by saying “God is…..” and the youth fill in the sentence. Right now they are 
articulating fear regarding immigration issues.  
 
Beth-El sends kids to Cedarkirk every summer, which costs 17,000. Their experiences 
at Cedarkirk changes their lives. This summer, Beth-El hopes to send 40-50 kids. Would 
your congregations help? 
 
Deb Belusa: Commission on Preparation for Ministry 
A report was sent in the meeting packet.   



Deb: “God is still calling people to ministry!”  
One of our candidates, Ashley Parsons, has been diagnosed with stage four 

cancer. You can read about her on Caring Bridge.org.  Keep her and her family in 
prayer.  

Kenny Hubbell. Candidate, will preach in worship today. This will not involve an 
examination.  
 

The Central Region worshiped together. 
 

The Region took a break, then went on tours of the ministries at St. John. Lunch 
followed, then reconvened with prayer by Marsha Rydberg to finish the business of the 
Region.  
 
Commission on Ministry, Ginny Ellis 

There is a COM liaison list for churches in the report in the meeting packet.  
Ginny made a motion to approve the honorable retirement of James Yearsley, 

Village Presbyterian Church, Tampa, effective October 1, 2017. The motion passed. He 
will be honored at the August 31, 2017 meeting of the Central Region.  

Ginny asked that if any churches have concerns or questions, to contact her or 
Patrice Hatley who will contact her.  
 
Commission on Church Vitality, Paula Salter 

CCV remains engaged with various congregations and with Beth-El.  
Super Saturday has been rescheduled for Saturday, April 29, 2017; morning 

only. Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church will host the event. Keynote is Zac Morton, 
Associate Pastor, Roswell Presbyterian Church, Roswell, GA. There will be break-out 
sessions.  
 
Bills and Overtures, Paula Salter 
The report is in today’s packet, including Proposed Amendments to the Constitution, 
also on the presbytery’s website under “Good Stuff,” as well as the Bills and Overtures 
Committee recommendations. The Directory of Worship has seen a sizable revision, so 
take time to read it. The amendments will be voted on at the May 2017 full meeting of 
presbytery.  
 
 
Cedarkirk, Matt Shick, Program Director 

Camp is coming! Two former Beth-El campers are on summer staff this year.  
Matt talked about the work of the Holy Spirit at camp. This year the theme is 
“Branching Out”—how do you take the camp experience and make it applicable at 
home? Summer camp packets were given to the churches who were at the 
 meeting.  

Cedarkirk staff will do camp in churches, a day experience. Contact the camp 
for more information.  

Shepherd’s Sabbath: Monday-Wednesday for pastors, April 17-19. It’s free for 
church staff.  

The Capital Campaign continues and the camp looks especially forward to 
building a new dining room.  

The Central Region thanked Cedarkirk for sharing yummy cookies! 
 



A motion was made that the next Central Region meeting will be at 
Bloomingdale Presbyterian Church on August 31, 2017.  
 

Ginny Ellis offered thanks to St. John Presbyterian Church and to the Rev. 
Ramiro Ros for today’s meeting.  
 
New Business 
Reg Dickey lifted up this announcement that is in the presbytery’s E-News:   
The Atlantic institute, in partnership with Istanbul Cultural Center of Tampa 
Bay, requests the pleasure of your company at the event "Table of Abraham: 
in March 15th (Wednesday), 2017 from 6:30pm-8:15pm. It will be our 4th time 
organizing this event as Turkish-American community in Tampa Bay. 
Abraham is considered the father of the three monotheistic faiths in the world: 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In the spirit of dialogue and in honor Abraham, the 
Atlantic Institute regularly hosts a panel program that brings community leaders and 
clergy from the three Abrahamic faiths to engage in a dialogue about the 
commonalities of and common issues concerning the Abrahamic communities. 
The speakers are: 
Rabbi Betsy Torop, Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon 
Rev. Ginny Simmons Ellis, Minister Member of the Presbytery of Tampa 
Bay. Interim/Transitional Pastor, Honorably Retired 
Ms. Nafila Shaikh, President of Sisters United Muslim Association (SUMA) at USF. 
Theme: "Women of faith in the modern world: What is the role of women in my 
religion?" Please RSVP using the link on the website.  
 

Evaluation forms are available and Marsha asked that we fill them out.  
A motion was made to adjourn and there was a second. The meeting was 

adjourned with prayer by John DeBevoise.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Laurie Palmer. 

 
 
 
 


