
West Regional Commission of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay 
Northwood Presbyterian Church 
Stated Meeting, August 20, 2016 

 
Regional Convener John Fullerton declared a quorum to be present, and opened the meeting 
with prayer at 9:00 am.  John then introduced Doug McMahon to give a few words of welcome 
and to introduce those new to the region.  Paul Means brought greetings from the host, 
Northwood Presbyterian Church.   
 
A wonderful service of worship was led by Rev. Bob Scott, Rev. Micki Robinson, and potential 
Commissioned Ruling Elder Ron Marston. The $575 offering went to Loving You Where You Are 
At. 
 
Following a brief break, John reminded the Regional Commission’s history in focusing its 
mission on human trafficking prior to a discussion about what action to take about the 
problem.  Commissioners were encouraged to talk to the Convener or Recording Clerk if they 
would like to be part of a committee to develop training and strategy around this topic.  Joy 
Laughridge also spoke about a ministry St. Andrews Dunedin is involved in called “Loving You 
Where You Are At” to help women in the strip club industry know that they are loved by God.   
 
Presbytery Coach and Coordinator Patrice Hatley addressed the West Region to encourage us 
and reminded us of our ordination vows, and how to handle conflict and reconciliation as 
Presbyterians.   
 
Doug McMahon spoke about racial division and reconciliation in America.  He reported that the 
Synod of the South Atlantic has awarded Eckerd College with a $3,000 grant to be used around 
the issue of race.  He invited the region to contact him at chaplains@eckerd.edu to offer 
feedback on how to proceed with this conversation.  Churches may also want to be aware of 
the study going on a Clearwater Trinity called “Facing Racism,” Wednesdays starting at 7pm 
September 7th for 11 weeks. 
 
Henry Elam and GA Commissioners Dan Johnson, Kitty Ginn and Libby Shannon, gave a report 
on the events of the recent General Assembly.  The Commission then had a question and 
answer session regarding the 222nd GA.   
 
David Hosick led us in celebration of the retirements of Jack Alwood and Bill Wildhack, who is 
retiring as a Navy Chaplain, but not as a Teaching Elder serving First Presbyterian Church of 
Safety Harbor.  Paul Means spoke to Jack’s 38 years of ministry.  Jack’s retirement takes effect 
on September 1st, 2016.  David Hosick spoke to Bill’s career as a decorated Naval Chaplain.  
Bill’s retirement takes effect on August 26th, 2016.   
 
Bob Scott introduced Kitti Ginn, who was recently examined for candidacy by the Commission 
on Preparation for Ministry.  She shared about her call and faith journey.  Bob Scott moved that 
the Regional Commission concur with the action of the CPM in raising Kitti to Candidacy, which 



it did in a voice vote.  Bob also encouraged the Region to be on the lookout for people in their 
congregations who would make good teaching elders.   
 
Micki Robinson gave a report on behalf of Commission on Church Vitality.  The Church is 
undergoing a time of transition, and she encouraged the Region to focus on the future rather 
than the past.  Micki asked that those in the West Region who have had coach training to 
contact her.  She also reported that there are funds available to seed mission ideas.  
 
Stated Clerk David Baker led the region in a first read of the new bylaws on behalf of the Bylaws 
Committee.  The proposed bylaws can be found on the front page of the Presbytery website 
and in the eNews.  Further comments can be addressed to the Stated Clerk or Moderator or the 
Presbytery.   
 
John Reiter gave a report from Cedarkirk, and invited the Region to a new Silent Retreat in 
October.   
 
Penny Baker-Knight gave a report from Beth-El.  They are celebrating their 40th anniversary 
November 5th this year.  The Region is invited.   
 
A motion for the next meeting of the Regional Commission to be on February 25th, 2017 at St. 
Andrews New Port Richey Campus was moved, seconded and passed.  The New Port Richey 
Campus is a satellite church of St. Andrews Dunedin.  It was also moved, seconded and passed 
that the August meeting of the Region be held at First Presbyterian Church of Dunedin, the new 
location of the Presbytery Office, at a date to be determined in consultation with the church.   
 
A motion to adjourn was moved, seconded and passed.  Kathi Trautwein closed the meeting 
with prayer at 12:36pm.   
 
 
Submitted by:    
 
 
Rev. David Baker 
Recording Clerk of the West Region of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay 


